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| 5 AN HUMBLE FNDEAVOUR TO REFUTE THE 
OPINION, THAT GOD anD [HIS $PIRIT 


ARE TWO DISTINCT PERSONS, 


bat nan kneweth the things of a man, ſave toe 


 ſhirit of a man which is in him? Even ſo the things f * 
GOD knoweth no man [ dele, none] but the ſpirit of God. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


T7 HE following pages were 
written at the requeſt of a friend 
for his own particular information, 
and are now publiſhed- with a view 
of leading the attention of the ſe- 
rious reader to a diſtinguiſhed 
branch of Divine Truth. The Au- 
thor can only deſire that the ſenti- 
ments he has advanced may be can- 
didly conſidered and examined, and 
if they ſhould then appear to be ſup- 
ported by reaſon and ſcripture, he 
would 
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would indulge a hope that they will 


meet with a cordial and red re- 


ception. 


Manch, 1787, 
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IMP pron NALITY. G.. 


Snug 


PINTONS, whether true or faule, appear 

to derive much advantage from their an- 
riquity, the univerſal reception they have met 
with, and the number of great, pious, and 
learned men by whom they have been defended. - 
Ney, many in the moſt important articles of 
faith, confider the ſentiments of their forefa- 
thers, and the decifions of their clergy, as too 
 facred to be doubted, and without enquiring 
ap WHAT Is TRUTH.” or conſidering whether 
their Creeds are in poſſeſſion of it, or not, im- 
plicitly aſſent to . 


But an nt unprejudiced mind will 
| neither take up nor rejett ran. 
B count 


-. count" of its antiquity, or the piety, learning, 

or number of its advocates ;;ſfince none of theſe 
can alter the nature of things. Error will ſtill 
3 error, and its influence pernicious, though 
the whole world ſhould unite in its ſupport, 
and Truth remain unchangeably glorious, R- 
cellent and valuable, thou gh univerſally * 
and oppoſed.. 


Among other doctrines which have had the 
- advantages abovementioned, is that of the Per- 
ſenality of The HoLy Gnosr ; or the opinion 
that Gop and his Spirit are Ia, ditin, intelli- 
gent - 0 ſentiment which, though it has 
been ſo long and ſo generally received, the fol- 
- Jowing pages ſhall. attempt to diſprove, and to 
repreſent as eyery way. irreconcileable with the 
nature of things, and inconſiſtent. with the 
, Plaineſt teſtimonies of the Word of Gop. 


And, IRS r, "x proper character by which 


the Horx Gros. (or“ SIR IT) is deſcribed, 
| 15 that 


5 In the following pages the word Spirit is generally 
-uſed in preference to the now almoſt obſolete word CH, 
* ED: — bor 


1 


that is, The Spovit of Gop is a forcible argu- 
ment againft its perſonality ; becauſe Gov, of 
whoſe Spirit we ſpeak, is x proper perſon, or 
which is the ſame thing, an intelligent being; 


but the ſpirit of an intelligent being, whether 
we underſtand by it his life, energy, or rational 
powers, enters into his conſtitution, it is eſſen 
tial to him, as a perſon, and without it, no in- 
telligent being can exiſt; and therefore, the 
ſpirit of a perſon cannot be another perſon diſ- 
tin from him, whoſe ſpirit it is: that Go 
is a perſon, we are expreſsly told in Job xiii. 
g. and Heb. i. 3.—In the latter, Chriſt is ſaid 
to be © the expreſs image of his (that is, 

Gop's) perſon.” We read alſo of the perſon 
of Jeſus Chriit, and there are not many perhaps 
who diſbelieve that Gop the Father and his 
Son JEs us, are. ſuch diſtinct intelligent beings 
as are properly denominated perſons ;—but the 


for though they both mean the ſame thing, yet the former is 

more fully expreſſive of the ſenſe of the original. It may not 
be improper to obſerve here, that it is the fame Greek word 
(ve, which is tranſlated both ways in the New Teſta» 
ment. | 


B 8 be 


Lak) a! ** 


Holy Spirit is expretity ſaid to be the Spirit of 
God the Father, and the Spirit of Chriſ the Son 


of God. And Gop ſpeaks of it in the Scripture 


as his own ſpirit, by which all his works of cre- 


ation, providence, and grace are effected; which 


appears to be utterly irreconcileable with the 


idea of its being a proper perſon, 4 72 from 


God the Father and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Me are alſo taught by the Apoſtle Paul, that 

there is an analogy and likeneſs between the re- 
lation that the Holy Spirit bears to the living 
God, and the relation that the ſpirit of a man 
bears to himſelf. What man (faith he) 


knoweth the things of a man ſave the ſpirit of 


man avhich is in him? Even ſo the things of 
God knoweth no man (or none) but the ſpirit 


of God.“ — As then the ſpirit of a man is 
certainly not another perſon diſtinct from him, 
but (as this paſſage ſhews) a certain conſciouf- 
neſs i» him, whereby he is able to contemplate 
himſelf, and to know thoſe things which pecu- 
larly belong to him, and with which none be- 


* x Cor. i. 11. 


ſide 


ide can be acquainted, except he reveal them; 
- ſo neither is the Spirit of God a difin& penn 
from God, but is that divine intelligence, wiſ- 
dom ind energy, which is eſſentially in him, 
and by the communication of which he reveals 
and manifeſts himſelf to his rational creatures. 


Secondly, the Greek word, Trevua, ſpirit, 
with the pronouns which ſupply its place in the 
New Teſtament, are imper/onal; that is, of the 
_ neuter gender;—another ſtrong evidence of the 
imperſonality of the Holy Spirit; becauſe the 
proper deſcriptive name of any thing, will al- 
ways determine whether it is @ perſon or not, and 
a neuer noun is never uſed to expreſs the proper 
name of 4 per/or, nor a neuter imperſonal pro- 
noun to ſupply the place of a proper perſonal 
noun.—It would be abſurd to ſay, There 1s 
one God and none other but 47. God itſelf, 
even our Father” —Chriſt loved the Church and 
gave igſelf for it, Ac. Sc. Now the Holy 
Spirit is always expreſſed in the New Teſtament 
by the Greek word xe, and as that is of the 
neuter gender, ſo, in agreement with the rule juit 
mentioned, 
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| 6 ] 
mentioned, every pronoun which is uſed to ſup- 
ply its place is neuter alſo, —** The Spirit 2 


beareth witneſs” * —“ The Spirit %, maketh 


interceſſion.” And, as a late author obſerves, 
e Where the pronoun he occurs in the Engliſh 


* tranſlation, it is often :? in the original, as in 
t John xiv. 17. where the pronoun is four 


* times miſtranſlated. It is in the Greek— 
© The Spirit of Truth, which the world cannot 
« receive, becauſe it ſeeth I not, neither know- 
eth it, but ye know 16, for it dwelleth with 
* you and ſhall be in you.” ——TN.cvuy, then, 
being a meuter noun, is it not clearly and deci- 
ſively in favour of the imperſonality of the 
To Spirit! ? 


A third argument may be formed from the 
import of the word which properly ſignifies 
breath, air, wind, Ic. — The Spirit of Jehovah 
and the breath of Jehovah are ſynonymous. 
« By the word of the Lord were the heavens 


. made, and all the hoſt of them by the breath 


* 1 i. 16. f a il 6, 7 Me Bhs. 
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of his mouth 7. —Jeſu us breathed on his Aileiples 
and ſaid, * Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt.” + — 

And therefore, when we conceive of the Holy 
_ Spirit, under the idea of breath or wind, we 
have as complete and perfect an apprehenſion of 
its nature and operation das 1s attainable by us 
at preſent, becauſe mTverus (/pirit, breath, or 
avind) is the fulleſt and moſt expreſſive term by 
which that nature and operation is made known 
- to us, and there is a very beautiful and proper 
| analogy between them; for as the breath of - 
-life, which is in our noſtrils, and which pro- 
ceeds out of our mouth, (we being thereby made 
: living ſouls 4 or breathing animals) is efſential to 
all our operation, ſo the Holy Spirit is that di- 
vine influence which proceeds from God the Fa- 
ther, and is, like himſelf, infinite and un- 
- bounded: — thus it is ſaid of the innumerable 
- multitude of .creatures inhabiting the earth and 
+ the waters.—** Thou (i. e. Gop) takeſt away 
their breath, they die and return to their 
* duſt; .thog. ſendeſt forth 07 ſpirit, and oy 


he. Palm xxxili. 6. + John xx. 22, - Gen. ii. 7. 


* 
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are created.” * —The Spirit of God, which 
is ſaid to move upon the face of the wa- 
ters,” in Gen. i. 2, is, by many commenta- 
tors, ſuppoſed to be a mighty wind which God 
cuuſed to paſs over the waters—ſo the LXX 
| | underſtood it.— Now, if TYBURL, + ſpirtt, wind, 
or air be the proper deſcriptive character of the 
divine influence, it ſeems impoſſible that perſon- 
ality ſnould be connected with it in any other 
way than as it is the influence or ſpirit of a pro- 


: per being or perſon. 


The imperſonality of the Spirit may alſo be 
inferred from a variety of things which are de- 
clared concerning it, — ſuch as its being given 
to Chriſt ee e n his poſ- 


5 N Plum civ. 29, 30. 

1 Parkhurk, in his Greek and Engliſh lexicon, ſays, 
that the noun . is derived from a verb which ſignifies 
tc blew or breathe and means the material Spirit, wind or air 

in motion in ſupport of which he cites many paſſages, both 
in the ſacred and profane writers. —owiaa Bai, be ob- 
ſerves is uſed by Joſephus and Lucian for a violent wind, — 
In like manner, ſpiritut, from ſpiro, to blow or breathe, is 


applied by Virgil, En. XII. line 365. 
John ili. 34. 


ſeſſion 


EE re ES 


Ys 
Jeſſion of the divine influence in an inconceiva- 
ble and unlimited manner Hand its being given 
to others i neaſures, or a perſon's being a par- 
taker of the ſpirit, or endued with divine 
power in a certain degree, for the accompliſhing” 
of particular purpoſes, —from its being that 


which is given to every believer in Chriſt, and 
which is to each of them a ſpirit of 7 fer, and ix 


_ them as a well of living water , from its be- 


ing the oil with which they are anointed$, —the 
ſeal with which they are ſealed , —and the 
. earxeſt of their future inheritance ||, or of. eter- 
nal life: All which appear to be totally incon- 
ſiſtent with the idea of pegſonaliiy — but on theſe, 
perhaps, it may be unneceſſary to enlarge. and 
therefore, the arguments which are generally ad- 
duced i proof of the perſonality of the Holy 


Spirit ſhall now be: confidered. 


In the firſt place, it is urged that the FR 


uſe of perſonal pronouns by our Lord, when ſpeak- 


ing of the Spirit as that comforter which he 


Would ſend unto them from the Father , is a 


-* Eph. iv.9, * Rom, viii. 11. I John iv. 14. 
2 Cor. i. 21. I Eo. £13. [| Eph. i. 14 
* See John xiv, Sc. Cc. | 


he certain 


2571 


certain evidence of proper diſtinct perſonali ty,— 
and as this is an argument upon which very 
conſiderable ſtreſs is laid, it ſhall | have a parti- 
cular conſideration. ont, 


Now, nothing is more common, both in 
the ſacred and profane writings, than to per- 
fanify a variety of things which in themſelves 
have no proper perſonality, as well by giving 
them perſonal names, as by aſcribing perſonal 
actions to them, and hence occaſion is given for 
the frequent uſe of perſonal pronouns when 
ſpeaking of thoſe things, —So in Hab. iii. 10. 
it is ſaid, The mountains /aw God and trem- 
bled. — The deep uttered his voice and lift up 
his hands on hi gh.“ The arm of the Lord and 


his ſword are call ed upon to awake and af *,— 


4 * nl 


2 1 


ant 
» 


By a like bgure, deſtruction and death are re- 
preſented as ſay ing concerning wiſdom, We 


an: ad. x 3 
* p 


have heard the fame thereof avith our ears +,” — 
In the New Teſtament the law 1s ſpoken of un- 
der perſonal characters, ſuch as, a {h»/oard 7, 4 
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Ia. Ii. 9. Zach. ili. 7, + Job xxvili. 22. 4 Rom, vii. x, 
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— c. and the Seripture is ſaid 2 


Fireſee and to preach, Now, though by aſcribing 


ſuch perſonal actions, the uſe of perſonal pro- 
nouns is rendered neceſſary and proper, yet it 
is by no means a proof of real perſonality, ſince 


this kind of phraſeology is only intended to re- 


preſent in a ſtronger light, that which is analo- 
gous in thoſe things to which it is applied: 
and ſo perſonal actions may be aſcribed to the 
Holy Spirit, and perſonal pronouns be uſed to 
repreſent them, without affording any ſub- 
anzid proof of abſolute perſonality. 


But ſhould it be admitted that theſe perſonal 
actions and perſonal pronouns neceſſarily con- 


vey the idea of proper perfonality, yet that per- 


fonality muſt certainly be referred, not to the 
Spirit itſelf, but to the being or perſon who 
performs thoſe actions by or under its influ- 
ence: the Holy Spirit is never repreſented as 
an individual being, having a diſtinct ſubſiſt- 
ence, and performing actions excluſively its 
own ; but is always ſpoken of, both with re- 


Gal. iii. 24. + Gal. iii. 8. 


Ca ſpe 


* — yours PCTs 


* Nee 
— — ch * 
” r 


„ ISO rr 


2 
——— — 8 


> —— 
bt. a. en. 


* ie J 
ſpect to its exiſtence and operation, as that 
which is related to, or which dwells in ſome pro- 


per being or perſon; either as the Spirit of 


Gov, which is in him, or which abides in and 
influences. thoſe to whom. it is given; and 
therefore all its operations, ſo far as they have 


| perſonality connected with them, are the ope- 


rations of thoſe perſons in whom it abides.— 
Thus, when creation, providence, regeneration, 
the reſurrection of the dead, c. are aſcribed to 


the Holy Spirit, it is not to be conſidered as a 


proper perſon, performing thoſe works, for 


then they muſt be perſonally his own, and not 


the works of any other; whereas all thoſe di- 


vine operations are properly, and in the moſt 


abſolute ſenſe, the works of Gop the Father, 


performed by his own fpirit,- power, or influ- 
ence, —Hence Job addreſſing God ſays, Thy 
hands have made me**—And Elihu, The 
Spirit of God hath made me and the breath of 


the Almighty hath given me lifet.” The 
Bands, the ſpirit and breath of God are nothing 


more than his divine power and energy; what 
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is done by them, is properly done by himſelf; 
he alone is. 2h perſon to whom thoſe operations 
are abſolutely aſcribed in Rev. iv. 11; and 
therefore, if they imply perſonal agency, the 
perſonality muſt be referred; to God. The 
Holy Spirit is ſaid alſo to dell in the ſaints“ 
and their bodies are repreſented as the temples 


of the Holy Ghoſt f. Now a temple is a place 


of ſolemn worſhip, dedicated to him and his 
ſervice whoſe temple it is; and if the Holy 
Spirit was a perſon, the ſaints, being his tem- 
ple, would be devoted to him, their adorations 
and praiſes would be preſented before his throne, 
and all their religious ſervices terminate in in 
as the ſupreme object of their worſhip.—But 
this is not taught us in- the word of God; all 
ſupreme: worſhip is there directed to be ad- 
dreſſed to God, even the Father. The true 
worſhippers, ſaith Chriſt, ſhall- worſhip the Fa- 
ther f,,—he it is who ſitteth upon. the throne, 
and before whom the elders fall down: and: 
worſhip, ſaying, ©* Thou art worthy, O Lord,, 
to receive glory and honour and power, for 


Rom. viii. 11. 1 Cor. iii, 16. 1 Cor. vi. 19. 


thou 


t John iv. 23. 


i 14 15 
thou haſt created all things, and for thy plea- 


ſure they are and were created?!“ The apoſtle, 


therefore, when he ſaid, Vour bodies are 
the temples of the Holy Ghoft,” certainly 
could not mean to convey the idea that they 
were the temple, the property, and devoted to 
the ſervice of the Holy Spirit, as a perſon 4; 2 
tinctꝭ from God the Father - his language is ut 
terly ſubverſive of ſuch a ſentiment.—* Know 
ye not (ſaith he to the Corinthians) that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, awhich is 
in you, which De have of God +2"! —* Know ye 
not that ye are the temple of God, and that the 
ſpirit of God dwelleth in your?“ —To the 
Epheſians he writes, Ye are built on the 
* foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
< Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner- 
45 ſtone, in whom all the building fitly framed 
« together groweth into an holy temple in the 
Lord, in whom ye alſo are builded together 
« for an habitation of God throu gh the ſpirit 5: 
—and therefore all the perſonal acts of a ſu- 


* Rev, iv. 11, + 1 Cor. vi. 19. 1 Cor. iii. 16. 
& Eph. ii, 20-22. 
pernatural 


4.28 1] 
pernatural kind, which are aſcribed to the 
Holy Spirit, are to be referred to God the Fa- 
ther, as the per/or performing them through his 
own divine power and energy. 


There are alſo perſonal acts aſcribed to the 
Holy Spirit, becauſe they are done under its in- 
fluence, which are the proper acts of creatures, 
and cannot in any ſenſe be applied to the Spirit 
as a proper perſon, and therefore the perſonality 
connected with them muſt be referred to the per- 
ſons whoſe proper acts they are. Paul ſays to 
the Galatians*—** Becauſe ye are ſons, God 
| hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his ſon into your 
hearts, crying Abba! Fatber! Now, to cry 
Abba! Father! is the action of a perſon, and 
the perſonal idea connected with it, is that of 
a ſon, and this is ſaid to be the language of the 
Spirit, but ſurely not as a proper: perſon, diſtin 
from the believer, for the Holy Spirit is not the 
ſon, but the ſpirit of God! therefore this, 
though ſaid of the Spirit, muſt be underſtood of 
the believer under its influence ; for he, being the 


* Chap, iv. 6. 


„ ſon 


* ſon of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus,” is a2 
Parker of the ſpirit of adoption, by which he 
is excited to approach God as his Father and 
for underſtanding it thus we have the Apoſtle's 
-own authority in Rom. viii. 15. He ſays there 

„ Ye have not received the ſpirit of bondage 
v again to fear, but ye have received the ſpirit of 
„% adoption, whereby we cry, Abba! Father!” | 
Now, as the ſpirit of bondage is not a perſon, 
but is that power which the law has upon thoſe 
who are under it, working fear, ſo neither is 
-the ſpirit of adoption a proper perſon, but is 

that divine influence by which the ſons of God 
are led, which bears witneſs with their ſpirits - 
that they are his children, and produces that 
confidence in God which neceſſarily ariſes out 

of ſuch an aſſurance.— So in Romans, viii. 26, 
it is ſaid, The Spirit itſelf mateth interce/for 
for us,” which interceſſion is no other than 
«thoſe groanings after complete deliverance, 
-which are excited in the ſaints by the Holy Spi- 
Tit, and are according to the will of God. 
When Chriſt alfo ſent forth his diſciples to 
preach the Goſpel, he told them they ſhould be 
*** before n and kings for his ſake. 


3 But 


n 

| ve But * (ſays he), when they ſhall deliver you 
c up, take no thought how or what ye ſhall 
«. ſpeak ; for it ſhall be given you in that ſame 
% hour what ye ſhall ſpeak ; for it is not ye 
« that ſpeak, but the ſpirit of your Father avhich 
CC, ſpeaketh in you. Or, asit is in Luke, 1 The 
Holy Ghoſt /all zeach you in the ſame hour what 
ye ought to ſay” «© Settle it in your hearts,” 
che ſays again to them) . not tomeditate before 
« what ye ſhall anſwer, for I will give you a 
« mouth and wiſdom which all your adverfaries 
* ſhall not be able to gainſay or reſiſt From 
hence it appears that the words and actions of 
perſons under the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
are with the greateſt reaſon applied to be Spirit 
:felf, ſince 1t is thereby only that they are capa- 


ble of ſpeaking and performing them; but then 
it is to be obſerved in all ſuch circumſtances, 
the holy ſpirit is conſidered as connected with 
thoſe perſons, and # them the idea of perſon- 
altty included in its Cs; is always to be 
referred, 


But the perſonal pronouns uſed by our 2 
when ſpeaking of the Spirit as the Comforter 


* Matt. x, 1-0 + Luke xii, 332, f Ni. 14, 155 
| "0. which 
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| which he would ſend to them from the Father, 


ſo far from proving its proper diſtin& perſona- 


ity 3 will, it is preſumed, upon due confidera- s 


tion, furniſh the e evidence againſt it. 


For, though it uA much not he denied, that 


. eur Lord ſpeaks of the Holy Spirit under a per- 
' ſonal character in the 14th, 15th, and 15th 


chapters of John, the paſſages in which thoſe 
perſonal pronouns occur, yet it is equally cer- 
tain that the perſonal name there uſed-is not the 


' Proper name of the Holy Spirit, but an af 
ene; or in other words, that which is frequently 


done reſpecting other things (as before ob- 
ſerved) is done here alſo with reſpect to the 


Holy Spirit, it 2s petſoniſied, or ſpoken of under 


. perſonal character, and this gives occaſion for 
the uſe of the perſonal pronouns be and him, 
which ſo frequently occur in this connection: 


I will pray the Father (our Lord ſays) ad 


«© he ſhall give you another Comforter, that he 
„ may abide with you forever.“ — The name 
1 png n or r advocate (for ſo it is 


= las, xiy. 16. 


He *L 39: 2} 

tranſlated 1 John ii. 1.) is here given to the 
Holy Spirit on account of its being that which 

was to make up, or ſupply the want of Chriſt's 

perſonal preſence with his diſciples, who while 
he was with them, was himſelf their advocate, 
and inſtructed, ſupported, and comforted them; 
the apprehenſion, therefore, of his removal filled 
them with trouble :—to encourage them under 
their dejection, he tells them he would « pray 
the Father, and he ſhould give them another 
_ Comforter, even the ſpirit of truth.“ The 
character of Advocate, as applied to Jeſus 
Chriſt, does not defcribe his nature or penſon- 
ality ; it is not his proper name, but a name of 
office, expreſſive of what he is to his people; and 
may therefore with propriety be given to any 
thing from which fimilar advantages are derived. 
David ſpeaks of the ze/timonies of Jehovah un- 
der an appellation of the ſame import, Thy 
Teſtimonies are my delight and my counſel- 
lors *—or more Hrerally, © The men of my 
* counſel.” And ſo the name © Advocate, 
« or Comforter,” is given to the Holy Spirit, 


* Pſalm cxix, 24. 
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not as defeaiveive of its. nature or perſonality, 
but to repreſent that internal influence, which was 
to inſtruct, ſupport, and comfort the diſciples, 
when they were deprived of the e * 
ſence of their Lord. 15 

Now, it is to be 1 18 all the per- 
ſonal pronouns in this connexion are uſed to 
ſupply the place, not of the noun vjjjM.ã, the 


proper name of the Holy Spirit, but of zz ear; 


(Comforter) the a/umed name. This is mani- 
feſt, not only becauſe the pronouns are of the 
ſame gender, but becauſe Tzgaxa7% is evidently - 
the antecedent to which they relate, as may. be 
ſeen by conſulting the paſſages * ; and therefore 
theſe pronouns, referring only to the aſſumed 
zame of the Holy Spirit, or the charadler under 
which it is repreſented, can be n no proof of its 
proper amty. 


But, beſide al this, and as it were to guard 
againſt the ſuppoſition, that by the Comforter” 
be meant a real and proper eis, our Lond, in 


* John xiv. 16—26, xv. 26, xvi. 7-15. 


John 


| 4, 21 ] 
John xiv. 16, 17. upon the firſt mention of 
the Holy Spirit under that character, particu- 
larly explains himſelf :—* I will pray the Fa- | 
« ther,” (ſays he) © and he ſhall give you an- 
« other Comforter, that he may abide with you 
«« for ever,” and then adds, © even the ſpirit 
« of truth, which the world cannot receive be- 
« cauſe it ſeeth it® not, neither knoweth it By 
but ye know it“, for it dwelleth with you, 
and ſhalt be in you t.“ Thus the perſonal noun 
72:4x24:0, [Comforter] being explained by the 
imperſonal name Twp I Spirit] and the fol- 
lowing pronouns ſupplying its place, being all 
in the Greek of the neuter gender, are circum- 
ſtances which furniſh very conſiderable evidence 
in proof of the Spirit's imperſonality. And it 
ſhould be obſerved alſo, that this Comforter was 
not only to abide wvith them, but to be in them ; 
and being promiſed as an internal Comforter, 
could not be conſidered as a diftin&? perſon, or 
agent. 


See page 6. 
+ John xiv, 16, 17. See alſo v. 26, and chap. xv. 26. 


But 


F * 

But the accompliſoment of this promiſe will af.. 
Tord ſtill farther proof, that the Holy Spirit is 
here perſonified, or ſpoken of under a bor- 
.rowed name. —Our Lord tells his diſciples at 

the cloſe of his addreſs, that he had ſpoken 
theſe things to them ** in parables or proverbs ;”* 

that is, he had made uſe of figurative or me- 

_ #aphorical language, but that the time was com- 
ing when he would © no more ſpeak to them 
* in parables.” Accordingly, after he was 
riſen from the dead, and had fulfilled his pro- 
miſe of ſending the Spirit, the figure is entirely 
laid aſide, and in all the ſubſequent parts of the 
New Teſtament, the Spicit is ſpoken of plainly, 
and the name Advocate, or Comforter, is 
never more uſed. * If I go not away” (faith 
Jeſus) * the Comforter will not come unto 
* you; but, if I depart, I will ſend him unto 
you“. And this was accompliſhed on the day of 
Pentecoſt ;—but how ? Not by the appearance of 
@ perſon among them inveſted with authority to 
be their teacher and captain; but by the pour- 
ing out upon them that divize influence, by which 


* John xvi. 7. 


they 


4 + 
they were © led into all truth”, enabled to 
preach the Goſpel © with demonſtration and 
„power, —and to confirm their teſtimony by 
divers miracles.” —** Snddenly” (it is ſaid) - 
* there came a ſound from heaven, as of a ruſh- 
* ing, mighty wind; and it filled all the houfe 
«© where they were fitting ; and there appeared 
« unto them cloven tongues, as of fire, and it 

„ ſat upon each of them; and they were all 

filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 

© ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.*”-— This was the literal ac- 

. .compliſhment of the promiſe Jefus had made, 

when he ſaid, I will fend you another Com- 

- « forter, which ſhall be i yon, even the Spirit of 

„ truth: — the hiſtory tells us, they were all 

„ fed with the Holy Ghoſt.“ The word 

. Ghoſt, or Spirit (as before noticed), means wind 

or air in motion; and this effuſion of the Holy 
Spirit is deſcribed “ by a ſound coming from 
6 heaven, 'as of a ruſoing, mighty wind, which 
« filled the houſe where they were fitting,” — 
and is what our Lord intended by the Com- 
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| [ 24 
foxter, or Advocate, which he promiſed e 7 
—So in Acts i. 4. Jeſus commanded them not 
to depart from Jeruſalem, but to wait for the 
- promiſe of the Tauber, e which” (ſaith he) 
« ye have heard of me.” And in Luke xxiv. 49. 


the ſame thing is called an ** enduing with 


t power from on high.”—This, alſo, is what 
John foretold of Chriſt, when he ſaid, he ſhould 
«© baptize them with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
« fire“. In Acts ii. 14, &c. Peter, ſtanding - 
up, tells the multitude (who were filled with 
aſtoniſhment at what they ſaw and heard), that 
this was that which had been ſpoken of by Joel 
the prophet : It ſhall come to paſs in the laſt 
*.days, faith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 
* ypon all fleſh, and your ſons, and your daugh- 
ters ſhall propheſy,” &c.— And on my 


«ſervants, and on mine hand-maidens, I will 


« pour out in thoſe days of my Spirit, and they 
« ſhall prophecy, and I will ſhew wonders in 
e heaven above, and ſigns in the earth beneath,” 
&c.—And in verſes 32. and 33. of the 
ſame chapter, he ſays, * This Jeſus hath God 


* Matth, iii, 11. 
raiſed 


N F us 1 


raiſed up” (i. e. from the dead) e we 
all are witneſſes; therefore being, by the 
0 « right hand of God, exalted, and having re- 
** ceived of the Father the promiſe of the Holy 
4 Ghoſt, he hath Hed forth this which ye now 
* ſee and hear,”—— Now it ſeems almoſt im- 
poſſible that any one can read this plain hiſto- 
rical account of the fulfilment of Chriſt's pro- | 
miſe of ſending the Comforter, and ſuppoſe 
that he meant thereby a proper perſon. . Surely 
the terms here uſed, of ** pouring out, edding 
forth,” &c. are manifeſtly contradictory to, and 
. ſubverſive of ſuch an idea ! FE” 


; But ſuns Ale may ſay, That which 
* Chriſt ſhed forth, and with which the Apoſ- 
ce tles were filled, was not the perſon of the 
Holy Spirit, but that abundance of ſpiritual 
« gifts, and miraculous powers, with which | 
« they were endued.” —To this it may be an- 
fwered, If that which Chriſt ſhed forth on the 
Apoſtles was not a perſon, but only ſpiritual 
gifts and miraculous powers, then. that alſo 
which Chriſt promiſed under the character of a 
Comforter, or Advocate, was not a perſon, but 
E PO 
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_ miſe our Lord ſpake jig4ratively, of the Holy 
Spirit as an Advocate, and did not mean there- 


1-3. 
ſpiritual gifts and miraculous powers outy; kor 
this was the actual accomply/Ament of that pro- 
miſe: there is not a pretence for ſuppoſing that 
it was fulfilled at any other time, or in any 
other manner; fo 'that, whether the expreſſions 
here uſed are underſtood of the Spirit itfelf, or 
of thoſe powers with which the Apoſtles were 
endued, it is equally certain, chat in the pro- 


to conxey the idea of proper perſonality. 


This being laid down as a truth, it is unne- 
ceſſary to enter into a conſideration of thoſe per- 
ſonal actiant, which in theſe paſſages are attri- 
buted to the Holy Spirit; ſuch as, © he ſhall 
not. ſpeak of himſelf: but whatſoe ver he ſhall 
* bear, that ſhall he. heal. + He ſhall Gow 
« wi things to come. —*<* He ſhall, ze/tify of 
eme,“ &c.: becauſey however ſtrongly deſcrip». 


tive they may be of perſonality in themſelves, 


yet when we conſider that they are not uſed li- 


terally, but figuratively, they are eaſily under- 


Rood, and have all their effect and beauty, with- 
out furniſhing” any argument in proof of the 


CF 

real perſonality of that to which they are ag 
_ plied, —Joſhua aſcribes hearing and bearing avit- 
»e/5 to a ſtone® : Now theſe ate the proper ac- 
tions of a perſon, and therefote muſt be undet= 
ſtood here metaphorically. So alſo perſona 
actions may be applied to the Holy Spirit, and 
yet be no proof of proper perſonality. 


A ſecond paſſage much urged by ſome in 
fupport of the perſonality of the Holy Spirit is 
Rom. viii. 27. in which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
the ©* mind of the Spirit. The word Spes 
here rendered mind,” does not occur any 
where in the | New Teſtament, except in this 
chapter, ver. 6, 7. 27:—la ver. 6, J. it is ap- 
plied to the fleſh and ſpirit in oppoſition to each 
other : To be carnally minded is death, but 
<< to be ſpiritually minded is life and peace,” == 
In the margin it is (according to the Greek) 
* T he minding of the fleſh,” and The minding of 
* the ſpirit. On ver. 27. (which is now more 
immediately under our conſideration) Dr. Dod= 
dridge obſerves, _ the phraſe is the very 


* Chap. xiv, ” Fw 
E 2- | « fame 


pm en] 
— 
3 


ts > ty 


8 


I ICY: 2 F 


IMS x n S = 26 OE eras 
1 *- = 4 » > 2 n — 53 | * 
* 1 
.* 


+ 
il} 
4 
4 
1 

. 
5 
# 
4% 
% 
i 
«| 


2 — 5m A Agr a. te” 
— 1 


— — —ůp— 
85 6 


Fe 


T 
* 


E 


. 1 
* ſame ¶ SpνD⅛ͤr x which was uſed 


*in verſe the 6th ; and expreſſes not merely 
e the meaning, but the remper and diſprſition of 


the mind, under the znfiuence of. the Divine 
* Spirit.” —And Dr. Gill, a ſtrenuous advocate 
for the perſonality of the Holy Spirit, in his 


expoſition of this paſſage, plainly ſhews that he 
| conſidered it to be no proof of that ſentiment. 


His words are, ** And he (i. e. God) know- 
eth what is the mind of the Spirit not the 


« ſpirit of men, but of God; that affectionate 


«« defire and meaning of the Spirit of God, in 
*« the unutterable groans of” the ſaints he 


% knows the wiſe meaning there is in them, for 


«© {0 the word Ppornpeu may fignify, and is Op / 
0 poſed to the carnal mind, or wiſdom of the 
*« fleſh, which deſires fooliſh things”.—And on 
the preceding verſe, ſo far from ſuggeſting the. 


idea of a perſonal interceſſion by the Spirit, he 


ſays, © The Spirit intercedes for the ſaints, by - 
* making them to intercede: - and on the 
phraſe ** with groanings which cannot be ut- 
*« tered,” his obſervation is, © not that the Spi- 
* rit of God groans, but he ſtirs up groans in 
* the ſaints,” The word pour, therefore, 

x.” 1 here 


[29 1 
here retidered © mind,” is no more a proof of 
the perſonality of the ſpirit, than of the per- 
ſonality of the fleſh, for it is uſed of both; but 
that the Apoſtle did not conſider either of them 
as perſons, is evident from the following words: 
* ſo then they that are in the fleſh (ſaith he) 
4 cannot pleaſe God ; but ye are not in the : 
e fleſh, but in the ſpirit.” f x 


Another paſſage, which it_ is thought. holds 
forth the perſonality of the Spirit of God, is 
1 Cor, xii. 11. in which it is. ſuppoſed to be. 
ſpoken of as @ voluntary agent, or perſon per- 
forming the ſeveral operations there mentioned, 
according to his own pleaſure. All thefe work- 
* eth that one and the ſelf-ſame ſpirit, dividing 
to every man ſeverally as he will.“ 


Now, admitting the phraſe “ as he will,” 

be ſpoken of the Holy Spirit, yet it is no proof 
of the point in queſtion 5 for, to will” is 
not only- attributed to perſons, but to things 
which of themſelves have no proper perſonality. 
| In John i. 13. we read of © the will of the 


fleſh.“—In Aaron ii. 3. of the © laſis“ Ui. e. 
the 
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f 57] 
the wills or deſires) * of the fleſh, and of the 
& mind.” And in John iii. 8. The wind 
«(it is ſaid) bloweth where it liſteth, or wil- 
leth. Timmy, the word there for . wind,” be- 
ing of the neuter gender, the verb is properly 
tranſlated, t lifteth,” or # willeth: if the 
noun had been maſculine, it muſt have been 
rendered © he will.” And ſo in the paſſage un- 
der conſideration, if m»wp.4 is to be conſidered 


as the nominative to the verb, 8zacre; ſhould not 


have been rendered Ze, but # will, and then 
all appearance of n would have been 
avoided. ä 


But it is pretty certain, that the verb here is 
not in conſtruction with sv2vps, © ſpirit,” but 
with Occ, ** God,” in the fixth verſe, and 
therefore, be will” is the proper rendering. 


The Apoſtle there ſays, There are diverſities 
« of operations, but it is the ſame God who 
ce worketh all in all. ” So that, 4 he will” 
is to be referred to God the Father Who 
« worketh all in all;” that is, * worketh all 
< thoſe operations in all the members of the 
6 Ju 15 Chriſt, which are for the profit of the 

5 whole; 


_— — 


1 32 
Whale; and this he Bo (faith the Apo: 
tle) by giving by or through the ſpirit, to one 
e the word of wiſdom, to another the word of 
ce knowledge, through the ſame ſpirit, to ano- 
ther the working of miracles, to another pro- 
«« phecy, to another diſcerning of ſpirits; to #5 
another divers kinds of tongues, to another i 
e the interpretation of tongues; all theſe 
<< (faith he) worketh that one and the ſelf-ſame. 
« ſpirit, dividing to every man ſeverally as he 
« will;“ or dividing to each of them gifts, 
according to his own will. That this is the 
Apoſtle's meaning will be further evident, upon 
comparing this paſſage, and Epheſ. iv. 6 to 16. 
with Heb. ii. 4. where the fame truth is re- 
eited in nearly the ſame words; and as there is 
no other antecedent there but OGecs, God, to 
which the word “ will” can refer, it proves, 
beyond all reafonable doubt, that the diftribut- 
ing of the Spirit to the difciples of Chriſt, and 
its different effects and operations in the church, 
are according to the will of Gd, even the Fa- 
ther. God aHfo” (it is there ſaid) * bearing 
« them (i. e. the Apoſtles), witneſs, both with 
*« ſigns and wonders, and with divers miracles 
5 | and 
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<. an a gifis of the Holy Ghoſt, according t bis 


TE. OV will,” 


je T he commilion of our Lord to his diſciples 


in Matt. xxviii. 19. to baptine ce in the name 
of the Holy Spirit,” as well as of.“ the Fa- 


c ther and of the Son, has been alſo frequently 


adduced in ſupport of its proper perſonality 7 
but the mere circumſtance of its being joined 
with them in the adminiſtration of the ordi- 
nance, will by no means prove this; for it is 
done by the Apoſtle Paul in other places, where 
it is evident that the idea of perſonality cannot 


be connected with the word ſpirit; particularly 


in 2 Cor. xiii. 14. where the communion of 
e the Holy Spirit” means a joint partaking of 
it as the common privilege of believers, who are 
ſaid to drink into one ſpirit . The word com- 
munion always imports a fellowſhip in ſome 


common privilege, and therefore the bread 


which believers break in the ordinance of the 


Lord's ſupper, is called * the communion of 


4 2 bel of Chriſt,” for ©* we are all pa ä 


* I Cor, 3 xii, 13. 


(faith 


Ti) 


( faith the Apoſtle) « of that one bread.” —And 
the cup which we bleſs in that rene is © the 
& communion of the blood of Chrift*;” for to 


drink of that cup as the cup of the New Teſ- 


tament in the blood of Chriſt, 1s the commorr 
privilege of all believers. The Gentiles, in 
eating of their ſacrifices are ſaid * to have 
«. communion or fellowſhip with devilst :2— 
believers are therefore exhorted not to join with 
them, from the conſideration that they © can- 
“ not drink of the cup of the Lord, and of the 
< cup of devils.” They © cannot be partakers' 


of the Lord's table, and of the table of de- 


© yils . —Believers are ſaid alſo to have << fel- 
6e lowſhip, or communion 12 the Goſpel,” and 
«£ fellowſhiporcommunion i the Spirit h, which 
is that joint participation of the Spirit, the 
Apoſtle here ſpeaks, of, and which neceſſarily ex- 
cludes the idea of perſonality from thoſe things 
of which they thus jointly: partake; it is through 


—_ 


the Spirit that believers have communion with 


— x Cor, X. 16. + 1 Cor. x. 20. 1 1 Cor. x, 21. 
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1 34 1 
God the Father, with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 


and with one another, but they are never ſaid 
to have communion avith the Spirit, and the 


reaſon is obvious, for the Spirit is never repre- 


- ſented as a perſon, but as that divine influence 
of which believers are joint partakers, and 
- through which they have fellowſhip with God, 
with his Son, and with one another; it was 


therefore natural for the Apoſtle, when he wiſh- 
ed the . grace or favor of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
« and the love of God,” to be with the Corin- 


- thians to add alſo his deſire that they might par- 
ticipate together of the Holy Spirit in a more 


abundant manner. But, as in this benediction, 
ſo in the commiſſion with reſpect to baptiſm, 


the joining of the Holy Spirit with the Father 
and the Son, is no proof w its proper. diſtinct 


: perſonality. 


bat alſo ſhould bo attended to here, which 
has been before obſerved, namely, that the word 


Spirit is of a different nature from the words, 


Father and Son; for they being both proper per- 
' ſonal characters, are nouns maſculine, but the 
word Spirit is mater, which aof itſelf . that | 


td be imperſonal, of which it is the proper name; 
and it is not to be ſuppoſed that our Lord, in 
| his commiſſion to the diſciples, would uſe this 
word, if he had intended that they ſhould confi- 
der the Spirit to be a perſon, as well as the Fa- 
ther and the Son ; from whence it may juſtly be 
inferred, that by the words * rs ayis mroprer®- 
« and of the Holy Spirit,“ he did not mean to 
convey the idea of diſtin perſonality. 


Beſides, thoſe who contend that this joining 15 
of the Spirit with the Father and the Son in bap- 
tiſm is a proof of its being a proper pey/or, 
ſhould conſider that in 1 John v. 8. it is faid 
to bear witneſs with the water and the blood.“ 
The nouns there are all neuter, and no one be- 
lieves the water and the blood to be perſonc. 
How much clearer then is the evidence of its 
inperſenaliiy, when joined with two other neuter + 
| nouns, than the evidence of its per/onality, when 
connected with two nouns of a different gender! 


11 may be aſked, 6 If the Spirit 15 not a pro- 
« per perſon, but only the power or effective 
OS energy 
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48 n of God, what can be intended by be- 


«< ing baptized in its name?“ To this it may be 


replied, that as the being baptized in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, is à public pro- 


ſeſſion of faith in them as they are revealed in 
the Goſpel, (for baptiſm is a Goſpel ordi- 
nance) ſo the being baptized in the name of the 
Holy Spirit, is to be conſidered as a public pro- 


ſeſſion of faith in it, as revealed in the word of 
God :—or, in other words, ** baptiſm is a pro- 


s feſſion of faith in the Goſpel of God, as 
* publiſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, and confirmed by 


the Holy Spirit; and the neceflity and pro- 


priety of ſuch a ok of faith will appear 
by obſerving, that the . miracles which Jeſus 


wrought by the power, the finger, or the ſpirit 
of God, by which he manifeſted that he wes 


the Meſſiah, and that his doctrine was divine, 


. were by many imputed toa diabolical influence, 
or to the power of Satan: it was therefore highly 


requiſite, that his diſciples ſhould publicly pro- 


feſs to believe, that the Goſpel which they had 
received was of divine original, and that the 
mighty works of Jeſus, by which it was con- 


_ firmed, 


Wa 


LS. 
Armed, were performed not by the inen f 
Satan, but by the power of God, How well 
adapted then was the commandment that they 
ſhould be baptized in the name of the Holy Spi- 
rit, as well as of the Father and of the Son! And 
how natural is it to infer that a profeſſion of 
faith in this important event, . e. the confir- 5 
mation of the Goſpel by the Holy Spirit, which 
the Lord Jeſus received from God the Father, 
and ſhed forth on his Apoſtles, was intended 
by baptiſm in the name of the Holy Spirit, 
and not the belief of its perſonality ! Surely, 
had the latter been a neceſſary article of faith, 
it would not have depended upon doubtful in- 
ferences, drawn from two or three obſcure 
texts, but would have been revealed in as 
clear, plain, and familiar language, as is every 
other eſſential doctrine! But as this is not the 
caſe, and there is no ſuch direct teſtimony of 
the Holy Spirit's perſonality, it may juſtly be 
concluded, that none of the paſſages which are 
uſually urged in ſupport of that ſentiment, 
were deſigned to convey ſuch an idea.—On the 


contrary, that its proper deſcriptive character, 
as 
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de . Spirit of God,” and the various other 
arguments which have been introduced in the 


preceding pages, are ſufficient to demonſtrate 
that its Impenſonality is far better ſupport 
oth by the evidence of Scripture, and the na- 
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